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Near Massey
1832

In 1832 Ebenezer Thomas Massey built a house on his farm for his
son, B. H. Clinton Massey and his family. That house was a five bay long
brick house, 2-1/2 stories tall with central stairhall and two flanking rooms

on each story. A cellar was built of granite under the three northern bays.

The house was trimmed with millwork typical of the period, but
details were added to the stair that make it stand out from others in the
community. Its spandrel has four vertical panels. The balustrade is open
string with two beaded-edge rectangular balusters per step. The step ends
have delicate fretwork and the newel and intermediates are turned in a
simple taper. A round walnut handrail rises above and is attached to the

tops of the newels and continues to the third floor.

The configuration of the original kitchen is not documented but the
present four bay long, two story kitchen covers an early window on the
north gable of the main house, indicating that the original was either semi-

attached or out the back.

Before moving to Philadelphia in 1870, B. H. Clinton Massey sold the
farm to his brother Dr. C. H. B. Massey, who was living at Montebello in
Georgetown.l Dr. Massey improved the Belmont farm with a new frame

kitchen wing, including not only the present structure, but an ‘L’ out the
back — like Montebello on a smaller scale. He is responsible for adding the

dormer windows and for making other minor improvements before moving,
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with his wife, Martha Oldham and their six children to Belmont where they

remained for the rest of their lives.

In her diary, their oldest daughter, Susan Emily Massey, wife of P. M.

Brooks wrote of her father:
INSERT

By the time Dr. Massey died in 1891, he owned six farms besides
some property in the village of Massey and was able to leave a farm to each
of his children. Belmont was to go to his youngest son, E. Thomas Massey,
after the death of his wife.2 The farm remained in the same family until

1996.

1. Diary of Susan Massey Brooks.
2. Wills, Lib. TRS 1, fol. 109.
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Located on the west side of the Massey-Sassafras Road north of Massey,
Beimont is ac 1832 gable-roofed brick house that is Z-1/2 storeys tall and
has a later nineteenth-century two-storey frame wing at the north end. A

rear frame section has been removed The main section is five bays wide on
the east, main facade and three bays wide in the rear. Belmont is one of
severai very similar supsiantial houses in the area that date from the same
period. [Most are five bays wide and brick, though one (White Plains, K-637) 1<
frame. They share intericr defaiis that, if not identical, are very simiiar.
ACCOrding to Massey family tradition, Beimont was butit in 1832 by a Massey.
The gate is consistent with the physical evidence. These 3econg-qguarter

nineteentn-century houses reflect the return of agricuitural oroiperzt'_y to
tnis basically high-quality farmmg area after aperiod of deciine foliowing
the Revglutionary wWar. Especially with he rise of western Maryiand and
other western areas, markets had changed, and the scii nad been neglecied
Finally accepting the exhortations of proponents of "scientific farming”
forward-thinking farmers began fo put their Drecents into practice, with
resultant improvement in their fortunes. Most if not all of these new houses

weilings to replace these that become considered too oid and
outmoded, too smail, or had deteriorated No new ground was broken

~turatly with them, indicating 2 basic architectural conservatism in
a. They imply conti nued long-used forms and pians though with
newhat different interior trim from their earlier Federal counterparts.
en in the Massey family. According to £ Thomas iMassey,

e house, Massey's Adventure was the omiginai family land

ey i the seventeenth century, and Belmont s butit on
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Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No. K-159

Magi No. /50/3 95904

DOE yes no

1. Name

findicate preferred name)

historic Belmont (preferred), Dr. C. H. B. Massey Farm

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

West side Rt. 299, 1.4 miles north of Massey

____not for publication

city, town Massey _X_ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Kent
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____district ____ public X occupied ___ agriculture —— museum
_X_ building(s) _X_private ____unoccupied —__ commercial ___ park
—-— structure ____ both ____ work in progress ____ educational _ X private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___entertainment ___ religious

—_ object ____in process ___yes:restricted ___ government ____ scientific

___ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —__industrial ____ transportation
X not applicable _X pno —__ military ____other:

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name E, Thomas Massey Jr.

street & number 6 Byford Court

telephone no.:

778-0134

city, town Chestertown

state and zip code Maryland

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House

liber EHP 89

street & number Cross Street

folio 150

city, town Chestertown

state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title Maryland Historic Site Inventory - HABS Inventory

date September 11, 1968 —X_ federal

X__ state

—_county

«epository for survey records

-—

s

Maryland Historical Trust, 21 State Circle

city, town Annapolis

state Maryland

—— local



7. Description Survey No. g_y5q

Condition Check one Check one

X _ excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered X _ original site

—_good ___ ruins X _ altered ___ moved date of move
__ fair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Located on the west side of the Massey-Sassafras Road north of Massey,
Belmont is a c. 1832 gable~roofed brick house that is 2-1/2 stories tall and
has a later nineteenth-century two-story frame wing as the north end. A
rear frame section has been removed. The main section is five bays wide on
the east, main facade and three bays wide in the rear. The main-facade
openings are evenly spaced, and first and second story openings align. The
main entry, leading to central hall and stair, with one room on each side, is in
the center bay. A handsome stair rises continuously from the first level to third.
There are two dormers in the east roof slope, set over the inner side bays, to
light the finished third level. A cellar is beneath part of the main section.
The house has been modernized and altered to some extent in recent years.
The brick section was built in a late Federal style.

(Continued)



8. Significance Survey No. K-159

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture ____ religion
_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____ science
.1500-1599 _X_agriculture ____ economics ___literature ___ sculpture
__1600-1699 _X architecture ___education ____ military ___social/
__1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering —__ music humanitarian
-X 1800-1899 __ commerce ___ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy __ theater
1900~ ____ communications ___ industry ___politics/government ____ transportation
____invention ____ other (specify)
Specific dates Circa 1832 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A _ B _C _Db _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: __ national __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Belmont is one of several very similar substantial houses in the area
that date from the same period. Most are five bays wide and brick, though one
(White Plains, K-637) is frame. They share interior details that, if not
identical, are very similar. According to Massey family tradition, Belmont
was built in 1832 by a Massey. The date is consistent with the physical
evidence. These second-quarter nineteenth-century houses reflect the return
of agricultural prosperity to this basically high-quality farming area after a
period of decline following the Revolutionary War. Especially with the rise of
western Maryland and other western areas, markets had changed, and the soil
had become depleted. Finally accepting the exhortations of proponents of
"scientific farming," forward-thinking farmers began to put their precepts
into practice, with resultant improvement in their fortunes. Most if not all of
these new houses were dwellings to replace those that become considered too
old and outmoded, too small, or had deteriorated. No new ground was broken
architecturally with them, indicating a basic architectural conservatism in
the area. They simply continued long-used forms and plans though with
somewhat different interior trim from their earlier Federal counterparts.
The farm has long been in the Massey family. According to E. Thomas Massey,
Jr., who now owns the house, Massey's Adventure was the original family land
grant, to Josiah Massey in the seventeenth century and Belmont is built on part
of it. The 1860 Martenet Map of Kent County shows the owner then to have been
B. C. H. Massey. In 1877, according to the atlas of that year, the owner of this '
house and several others was Dr. C. H. B. Massey, a physician who did not
practice but managed his farms instead. Belmont may have been his home farm.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-159

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county

code

state code county

code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw, Survey Consultant

County Commissioners of Kent County
organization Historical Society of Kent County

date June 3, 1986

Court House
street & number Church Alley

778-4600
telephone 778-3499

city or town Chestertown

state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section

was officially created by
be found in the Annotated
181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust

Shaw House
21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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Tnere are now No windows on the ends of the mal

third tevel of the south end There former’:y was a Wi
of the north end, in the east bav, but it has peen closed an
installed on the interior. 1here aype?rs Lo have Deen no 5
window above it Other farmer north-end openings are
the presence of the wing The wing 1s four bays wide o th v
e and three bays wide on the Second ctorey of the rear, though 3t ezst
uth bay area 1= altered, having been the point of connection witn the
/-gone rear frame wing that was perpendicular 1o the main sectien
ether it was attached by a hyphen is not now known, but there ewdem
was a connection on poth storeye. On the east side the end wing 1 32t hack
o the main section, and it protrudes in the rear )

The brick of the main section is taid in i-to-S common bond, with one set
of 1-to- 5 seen. At ieast the main facade jgints appear to be tooled, with a
he difficult to be sure because of the appiication of whi &Le\a‘vd‘ah‘ﬁ”
an 0 belt cource nor a2 water table. The wm” is
n tapped, white aluminum =id th i
as hehing it
A ar is pbeneatnh the h aH and nor*h rao m of the main sectio
now a eliar entry underneath the centrai-hiail ata.r. but this isrei
recent und derstair space was former] y a closet. There is also
entrance, a tong, modern tunne; Arfcmuemcm gnder the screened porch |
covers two of fhe rear bays of the main- section. This entry ic near the
I‘Jr h-end corner. ult‘ \-e. lar f O!Jﬁuat!wl 'S or’ cut but uncoursed granite
propatiy from Pr i Ir o Wit 85-57" above
'3 di small (¢, B-1/8" x
gint= that are now
me south cellar
I hond Az was
into the
uf 3 e ioist framing
ctio w3 side rooms
run unquyoc"ted g ryn the
direction of the L G on oone side and
into an end oist the other, is suppoert ionatly by a 3ingie,
center oricd pier. The floor joists measure 9-1/2" x 3"+ The base for the
north chimney 12 shallow. what appears 1o have been a round- beaded onening
nas heen oricked. A furnace fiue now enters the chimney from the ceilar 7he
fireplace nearth formerty 1in the dining room floor apove has D n removed and
new framing and floor boards instaliad,
There is z chimney at each end of the main zection, withi
the center The north chimney is painted except for its three-c
which is of dark-red bricks  The south chimney is plain, withn
fcontinued)
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Ses have peen left unpa.[.feo. S0
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our this chimney wili resembie the
sther. This crml%y miay have been rebulit, using a '

ighter brick.

Tne roofs are now covered with dark green asphait shi
wood shir giec The main qef‘how has a small poxed cornice
row covered by white aiuminum. The coverings' shapes, ho wevs
the ;D-o.ssi e ecenf‘e of alarge crown and the existen Ce of noid
£ aren turns on de g ends. fhe fiush Vel ge boards th e
quite recent. They are hung from the roof surface and bracen
The wmq root aD:;cari iat er "ze corni ':5 boxed and
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WiNdows 31 double-hung and with 6—w s o qu..“ The cheeks are of
aluminum <1ding 'm 2 1968 summary, Mj fhae Bourne reported that the
dormers "are sifniiar to those of Godomar, its neighbor, with fluting nelow

v- + ~

I L U
the carner b?ock:_“ Since the pilasters and window trim are covered this ic
not apparent now
The main sec

t re doubée—hum; the third-tevel casements
are new fixed. The casem ! If

navmq two tall fights only.
are rn -finish aluminum storm
the ho' There apoearc to be oni
, cond J‘ur“y Fvidentiy Y the windows
e d ik wac dpﬁmed m:ces*:a y to
thern Al double-nung windows at -gver-o. in the rear there ar
niam wo f’* linteis, a‘!so ysed at the -a rhall d’)"‘f‘ under the E..tax-r T
Siiis and trim are coverd with alumindr. With the window repiac P..xc!’t hie
= '”1 were rﬂmar‘ g a%-s-o the sille are now of brick headers
5 appear o be at oni ;,- one window. tach has i-over-1pane
E’CE‘S:Pd and cwo tly rarseq, melded with an ogee, and Lne
5 accompiished 'V an ogee. here is siicding har \,\Ndrr
1 t r\f nx ffarf* are fv_ e I}'\p Da( k r-wja f\f rha -‘quf
where ‘he e are plack piastic ouvered shutters 5'
ette-type shutter gogs are in place. The old, neavy iint
m: from the first-storey windows,; on the second storey
apr‘ anh Yarga (7,5 o 5 x corner h}ncvr u‘/v*h Ny ug

3'3' roinum would seem 1o be boid also
i r

i

Windo WS SCreens in ol ar.ﬂ throughou
original window remaining =t
pecome badly affected b\-/ t
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\ll

—j-(-r

<

departure from eariler Federal wors, wnich was riore deliczte
ese window treatments indicate the influence of the Greex
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The s in the central hal
ite .ﬁrst run begine aion
urn with two jandings. it
ainted rectanoular h-’ uater
‘5::; a tread bed moiding of
| above 2 4-3/4" base. The

with'! hcnewe ap, NTHL.."'

continuous 5 oW
" | 2-1/27 thicknesse, The cap appears wall an
ay oe aise | aiiis continuous to the third at";-re'y; 1L gocrenedks
imple turned intermediates, which are now Cfr"‘oed of paint. They have
tapered, round shafts th a-t appear 1o be pine. The baiustrade is
2y In the spandret there are four vertical nanejs that
siightlyv raisec, with a | he inter!
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SUPPLEMENMTAL INFORMATION AND PHOTC }APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

| 50159 Saou

1. STATE Maryla.nd HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
counTy Kent INVEMTORY K~ 1579
Town Massey VICINI TY
STREET NO. Rt. 299, 1.2 miles north of 2. NAME Beimont

[essey, (west)

DATE OR PERIOD C. 1832
ORIGINAL OWNER Massey . 183

- STYLE deral
ORIGINAL USE dwelling o —-— Fe
PRESENT OWNER Thomas [assey
. . BUILDER
PRESENT USE dwelling
WALL CONSTRUCTION br.ck 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES two and one halt
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no

pelmont was built on part of '"Massey's Adventure", waich was granted to Joshiah
Massey by one of the Lords paltimore in the 1Tth century. It is believed to have
been built in 1832 by one of the members of the Mascey family. The present structuee
like many brick houses in gent county, is {ive bays long witn center door, 2% stofys
tall and has a four basy long, two story frame wing off the north gable. The
exterior walls are painted white, the east facade being laid in Flemis: poud and
tne otners in common bond. All windows have 6/6 sash and those on the second story
have applied wood lintels witn corner blocks. {woO dormers on the east facade are
similar to those of Godomar, 1ts neignbor, with fiuting below the corier blocks.

On the west side ot the house the present owners have replaced an earlier wing

lwitn a screened porca.

inside, tne house is divided 1nto tWwo rooms flanki g the stair hali, plus
the kitchen and den in tne wing. In on€iot the rooms 1s a goud slate victorian
mantei with gola trlmidating trom the LdSU's,and matcning drapery cornices. 1n the
nall, tre open stalr is similar to godomar but extenus to the attic in the sane well,

yhe house 1s located on a large modern productive farm.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered no interior good Exterior good
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Qptionol) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Poges) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, £ETC. 5
Michael pourne

DATE OF RECCRD sept. 11, 1968
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Name }Szlwh9w+" <é&{§ “Aﬂb&@%o UQMAquK_ MHT# K159 ]
o~ Location K\bw%" M’W
COUNTY town!\

Md 299 , |2 wiks Mot Mesa  (uest)

B P L L ¥ P T TF s

address or road# y ‘e
‘3051'"“'(4
First owner of recordéred-dh, Lo Baffiver b  Skueh w4&m[ DATE
Present owner 1110Mva, ﬂﬂe»&qd DATE ?
\ ,
Address Moragy M, |
iy i

Parcel or Deed #
Original use d!“gQQ(
Present use LYV W

[

4"

Md. Map Coordinates

Long. & lat. reading

Style Bedorel
Date(s) of construction C, (83D --€IB§Z -&a;)

Architect
Builder
DESCRIPTION:
e NUMBER of stories type wall construction
Foundation-basement prcuch,
Wall construction- L B~ pacted Wk — (fd B0 14 Rl a2
o~ Bl oB - 2ovea o Olbars
Water table, string course, other decorative work essential to walls
S V)
r

Chimneys dA. opcli %lglo__,
U
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ame___ (90t MHT# K159

— Entrance type & placement (0o o g
Windows @;Lm%> x | e dpp - é%: — e weede \nee

Lot hesdis wle. Covuns olvdls

Shutters

Roof type ﬁ\, covering

Cornice, eaves e | 3

Dormers, cupolas 2 bt B} ol Ut v b blodas o
N )
ik HJU)O b fyb el TR T BT o /ueiééh‘oow L

i Porches O Wash “ernd pre N

<=
PP T B TNy TR

Wings, hyphens_ 9O s4wy Lmh~. = e oF diia (=il
C ) A% \
»\-"‘3 ‘/LN% <\" &U“" ’ U

Interior:

Stairway S - D dadlie b bowdibn ol ds  Ewdona
\

Doors

Trim

4R Other noteable work qgg&,~3vd¥w»2-,kbxda4z_ £ Cuntoin . CoYNLS o mkch
\ v
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page 3

Name Bl & MHT# K-1S9

Physical condition qugqj
/

Environment id»»~
V

References:
MHT Color slide #

MHT B & W #

Owner contacted i elilve (lleis
\

OTHER:

Recorder &A&ébJ&UXE§CM~A/\
Date ié?ﬁ£ tb{%agn 3
i e

i

Summary: ‘E§%§;« WV?A#“# - é}ﬂ% C§k2é72%7 4&97?*/?éi~’/§“¢4

|

Enclosures: e.g. Map, Historical significance, sketch of floor plan,

and angle of photos, etc.
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K-159

Belmont

Rt. 299 near Massey
M. Q. Fallaw - 6/3/86
View to west

: LAY
IK-159 IBelmont C. 1830
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K-159

Belmont

Rt. 299 near Massey
M. Q. Fallaw - 6/3/86
View to northeast
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